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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 073 1 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, BC, RH, SF 

SUBJ: OPPENHEIMER'S VIEWS ON SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
REF: GABORONE 0721 

L IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION WITH AMB 04JUN, HARRY OPPENHEI- 
MER, CHAIRMAN, ANGLO AMERICAN, WAS STRONGLY CRITICAL OF IAN 
SMITH'S HANDLING OF SOUTHERN RHODESIA PROBLEM. OPPENHEIMER 
SAID "SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA WAS BAD BUT IN SOUTHERN RHO- 
DESIA IT WAS EVEN WORSE". OPPENHEIMER CHARACTERIZED SMITH AS 
"SILLY" AND SAID HE WAS AN EMBARRASSMENT TO SOUTH AFRICA. 

2. THE AMB COMMENTED THAT SOUTH AFRICA WAS IN POSITION EXER- 
CISE SOME LEVERAGE, AND THAT ESCALATION OF THE CONFLICT IN 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA WOULD BE ESPECIALLY TROUBLESOME FOR BOTSWANA 
AND TEND HAVE DESTABILIZING EFFECT IN ENTIRE SOUTHERN AFRICAN 
REGION. OPPENHEIMER AGREED BUT THOUGHT IT WOULD BE POLITICALLY 
DIFFICULT FOR VORSTER GOVT TO TAKE ACTION INDUCE SMITH ADOPT 
MORE FOTHCOMING ATTITUDE. 
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